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For men, prefab sheds becoming ‘a little place to get away’
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"Ml those flowers and designs.” said
Christina Hoff Sommers, a resident scha).
ar at the conservative American Enterprise
Institute in Washington. It's no wondes
men aren’t comfortable at home, with the
overdesigned, “feminized spaces that are
being imposed on them” by the women in
their lives, she said. “They're Bolng o want
to push back "

It may be an unpopular opinion, but
Sommers, who is known for her critigues of
feminism, may have a point
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According to James B. Twitchell, pro-
fessor of English and advertising at the
University of Florida in Gainesville, men
are increasingly ereating small private
domains in and around their houses — in
sheds, basements, attics and closets — as g
wary of retreating from everyday life.

Twitchell, suthor of Where Men Hide,
published this month by Columbia Unjver-
sity Press, does not agree that women are
to bame for this phenomenon, or that i's
mistter of blage ot all

He sees it ax a positive development, and
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has bubl a shed of his own. Ee
s {0 ms an office and calls it
his hidey-hole 1t sits on a site
near his summer howse in Ver-
mont ance dedicated toan
above-ground septic iank

He has plenty of compi-
iy Although The Home Depot
would not release sales figures,
Kathryn Gallagher, 3 company
spokeswiman, sabd thene was
a prowing trend of men putting
prefih sheds o varlous recre-
atlooeal uses in a quest for "a lit-
e ploce to getaway.”

Haroaeln Battista, market-
ing manager for Summerwoosd
Products, a shed manufactar-
er in Toronto that maindy sells to
American customers, described
" tremensdois upsurge in
demand,” in particular for the
company's larger sheds,

“They're turning them into
everything from workoit poodmns
to their personal bars,’ she said.

Tuff shed, 3 company in Den-
wer, pmw mnkes 50,000 shads
n vear, wp fooim 20,000 in 208053,
nnd sells thenm throegh {ts own
stores i 21 states and thraugh
stores such as The Home
Depot. Phil Warth, the compa-
ny's direcior of matketing, eci-
mintes that as muach as 15 per-
cent of Tuff Shed's sales ane now
for "mnale-driven spaces 115
'ul.'l:-ﬁ.':hﬂ-p-s. pu:lh:'r rooms and
the lilke”

“Guys are looking for thelr
special spaces, and 1'm i=ling
my salesmien io find opporiank-
ties there” sald Randy Morrow,
Tuff Shed's Southwest rogion
Bales :n.u.:nr_r_

Giall Andlrews, one of his sales
nesociates, ha taken his advice.

"Used 1o be whon a gy
oridiered o garage, it was for a
cnr, Anddrews gaid, “Now they're

positining therm to be ised ns
witkshops and poo] reams. ['ve
had musicians who use them as
lowe-rent recording sindios”

Even bafore Richard Wamer,
a redired history professoz, and
Tis wide, Judy, a retlred veacher,
moved into their Spanish-seyle
stuero-slded house in Asheville,
MG, o years ago, he had his
own specinl space in miad: a
10-by-16-Toae prefat harnyard
utility uibding that would serve
a5 his second home.

He bought a kit{or $2,600 from
Blue Ridge Bullders, sel [lup in
the long, narrosw back yand, and
fivted it with heating, air-con-
ditfoning. drywall and & stucco
facade for an ndditional 53,400,

He was soon happily
ensconoed, surrounded by a
desk, a s0in and an extensive:
collectbon of millsary memors-
bills, and working o whot he
calls an “acthon-adveniune his-
torbeal novel abowt a shipwreck
aff the coasdt af Malne, and can-
nibalism”

*Ewery min oughi o have
ane of these,” said Warner, 70,
describing the building ax "a
place whie | ean do whot ]
wannl b dn” 1is wife knows o
stay away, e gaid, adding, “She
won't even bring a meal in thene
for e

“Tjuststay outof there” fudy
Warnes, 69, confirmed, adding
thatwhen her hiuslinnad pmpnﬂ:d
the building, shewholsheanedly
agreed with the ikea. "Our house
isverysmall,” she sadd, *1'm just
daingmy oswn thinghere. s his
spaceout there”

A confury ago, nstead of
retreating into hils shed alone,
Warner might have belonged
1o s kind of Emiernal ondor,
ns one in thres American men
akid, acearding to Twitchell; 50
YRATS AEN ki :I'Ill,gh.l hintee spent
time socializing with other men
at o barbemhop, of which there
were $i% Hmes 35 many-as there—

Used to be when
a guy ordered a
garage, it was for
a car. Now they're
positioning them
to be used as
workshops and pool
rooms. I've had
musicians who use
them as low-rent
recording studios.

— GARL AMDREWS,
Tialf Shad's sales. acsnoiane

are 1ndmy,

It is the loss of these kinds of
communal retreals — which
e Robert Bly-inspired yvogue
for men's encounter groups
and drumming circles in the
enrly 905 did ke oo stem —
that has lelt many mon to their
owmn devices when if comes to
drcompressing.

But decompressing at home
is not always easy, sald Dawvid
Halle, professor of snciology
at UCLA and anthor of Amerd-
ca'’s Warking Man. (University of

Chicago Press, 1387),
Classically, "men hide from
the ‘honey-do’ list” of demands

made by thelr wives, he sald,
but mow that men are spend-
ing more time at homee, they
miay also have to contend with a
sense of being unwelcome.

“Women Hke slone time even
myore than men do,” and they
“don’t necassarily want to share
their space,” Halle said. Men are
faced with “the problem of carv-
ing out & space in what has, for
many of them, bocome foreign
territary.”

Vince Jones, a 33-year-old real
estate salesman In Rocklin, in
Morthern Californtn, ook on the
challenge with gusto; turning
n $10,000 prefab shed into his
personal studin,

I practice Shoshu kg fu and
Brazilian jujitsu,” snid Jones, who
stages regular bouts with other
men in hisbackyard netreat. °1
originally wanied a Shaolin Tem-
ple with a curved roof, but that
proved (o be oo difficult”

Once the goes up, he
said, he pmmmm with
martial arts swords.

“It's defindtely a masou-
line space I've made,” he gaid,
acknowledging that there was
0wy his wife would let the
main howse be used for a restag-
ing of “Fight Club.”

*This has worked out well for
both of us” Teri Jones said of her
Tashand’s backyard project. °1
was not ot all welnded out by it”

Ortheerr sz vy bet Bess ke -
miant ahout esserting thelr mas-
culinity, but ata time whon many

hamis reflectan almost obees-
slve concern With design, they
pre grateful tofind spaces that
are not ns self-eo dpca-
rated as the réstof the house.

When sculpior Fuller Cowles,
44, baudls his 4,000-square-foot
post-und-beam house on an old
farmstead EH;E.-M'Z north '}L Min-
neapodis in 1 £ was a kind
of bachelor pad with studios”
said his wife, Connee, 57, o cera-
mist. It was only after they mar-
ried that the house began to frel
findshed, as she put it

Amd it was just last year, in the
final stage of tho 15-year ren-
ovation, that Connes Cowles”
home improvement efforts
renched the cupola — her hus-
band’s own version of a hidey-

hiole, a timy perch at the top of a
24-foot ladder leading up from
the living room. ]

But after designing the rest of
the howse, Connee Intentionally
dbd not decorate the cupola. *1
feel it's Fuller's space;” she sakd,
"It shoubdn’t be cute”

The contractor, taken with
Fuller's love for the litthe moom,
which he uses for meditation,
watching the weather and tak-
ing naps in the sun, surprised
him with an expansion that
added one-1hird more space. It
is now 8 feet by 8 feet and has a
buili-in window seat,

“That was totally o guy-to-
gary thing,” Connee Cowles said.
"1 wias just relling my eves and
going, "Boys and their toye "



