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ROCK CRAWLING'S "HANDS-ON" COMPETITOR

twasn'l a pasition Clay Egan ever imaganed beang in, NOF was | soms-
|I11|11g he evor wanied. Or 20 e thowght 11 years ago. Egan s o mobor-

spors compatiton; rock ornwling to be spocifie, Bul unkke every other
rock crawder in the URDC series who can jurmip out of his rig a2 tho faish
line, Egan thrusts himsell from the codkpil 10 8 waing whaolchasr softhsd
noathy. Ho doosn't fret much about this fact Since being paralyoed in &
maotorcycle accident in 1954, Egan has loarned the power of detarming
tign. In the UROE sarias, Egan runs in the modified class. His right hand
rung e gas and brako, whiko his left hand shifts ond stesrs. Hit immo-
biba lags are aerappod 1o the floor, To Rim, the bbEggast waodry 8 "tha thing
catching on fire, but that has only happened once.”

Egan began rod orivwling in 2003, compating in just
ane avant. The following season he ook on the hill
“Raries, finlshing seventh in the standings. This
yar, with @ new car and some “new cir
Bisgia™ b fimished 1k, bt says, “nest
vapr will be & lot bofter”
Thig is thie sor of confidence Egan
has displayed since ihe accident
that loft him parabyzed from
thar niecle diowm, Spondieg
thraa maonthe in tha hospt:
tal, Egan leamnad 1o regas
thie uss o4 his arms, lall
hand and, parially, his
right hand
In 2002, Egan maf LUROC
pramaotars Mark arsd Miks
Paesy. Duirifg (s
impwithhle corversatan
about rock crawling. Egan
grew onthusinstic. i seomed
the perfect way for o fosmer

© gladd rocer e himaall 10 com-
pote again. His excitement inspired
tha Patey brothers who offered bo set
up thalr Jeop with hand contrals, He gre
it & try and finishad his first compatition in

the middla of the peck.

“The pan ik grabbod me was that | go

10 cormptta b8 molorapon ﬂﬂﬂiﬂ.- ]

recalls, Although Egan feals hae's at some-
" what of a dizgadvantage whan ha drives, he

whyE, “l'don't focus on that, H just moans |
" hirve b by hardee, and K lna st thats
Egan admits he's 8 relstivaly cautioos

drivar. “| don't have as msch nodm o

earar, hie says. “[But] I'm definitely not

afraid of getting hurt. My mofio ks alwiy
; ; boen, what | can't feel won't hurt, and |
T " F 1 can't feal frorm Avy armpss down.

In 2008 Egnn will begin making & full-
length movio about his life. His goal, he
says, 8 1o bmoomn “the biggest name in
ok crmwling” Thore's avery reason 1o bel
o s succoss. 05
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