Tough stuft

With a line of versatile storage units, Denver-hased Tuff Shed is ready to grow

By Susan Moran

SPECARL Tk THE MEWE

They're nothing if not versatile, People
use them to work on wood projecls or ta
storecars, boats, furniture. Even oorpses,

Dan Healey, of Littleton, is storing his
daughier's Legend race car, along with his
toods, inthe 12-t-20-loot, mpch-s0yee soor-
age shed he recently boaght from Tl

o Denver-based compeuy Lhat
makes gErages and carpors

“We dan't have enough room kn our gs-
rage for her raco car,” Healy sald,

Henvy snowfall during the March blke-
zard hevebed his matal shed.

*It sepudshied it to the ground, Lhad to find
something else, something mieh stron-
ger,” ha sadd

Tuff Ehed thanks that very snowsiorm
for o hefty boost In business, Since March,
Lthe pompany has replaced up Lo Chree met-
ol shecls o dny with jts own maodels, aecord-
ing to Tom Saurey, Tull Sheds founder
und chéief executhve afffcer, The structures
come with felt paper and shingle rooding,
n:ur:hlltel'.l‘mtufl.wmul howmnes,

Saurey sald business wlso I8 benefiing
Erm'ﬂwﬂtm bouses irestend u:-*“l:f

neEw
th:iurur cuirrent homes — and that of
ten inchades baying backyand storage Qnits

Tull Shed's prices range from roughly
1,200 for n basle 8-by-8-fool, moch-5tyle
ahed o £30,000 for a fully customized, 14-
by-20-foot, tile-roofed, stuceo shed lice Lhe
one tn Saurey's back yard.

Spurey boasts that Tl Shed will sur-
pass the notion's ogest storage-bullding
manufacturer, Indianopolis-based Heart-
Lerwid Wierdd Barma, by year's enrl.

*] mpect we'll be nutlonwide in two or
Lhres vears,” said Snurey, “Our goal ks {0 ex-
pand. We'll dowhatever i§ takes”

Tuff Shed sales are gtrangest n Colorndo
and Colifornia, I.ul.nrﬁn.-nmlr::nr. 'buf.tlﬁ
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lﬂlTﬂ"Eh'th"ﬂfﬂH‘hl‘ﬂ BoShaffer
pemars dry ioe on the body of Bredo
Morstoel, whi has been frogen since 1989,

Unique use for shed
inspires a cult film

Several years ago, 'Tull Shed CEQ Tom
Baurey donnted a 10-by-13, mnch-style
ghed to an lconoclastie Norweglan nathe
who'd been keeplng his desd grandfother
oft bee In n rckety shed in his beck yard in
Mederland. The shed collapsed in & storm,
therentening bo thaw grandpo.

A bocal mdio station asked Saurey Lo
comeE Lo Lthe ressue.

“My first reaction wms, “No way, IL's too
maorbid,' But then T hought about it o bl
and sabd O, (1 be fan,” = Sawrey sakd,

Then cume Ehe 1863 cult Aim Grandpe s
i the Tuif Shed, which the eompany touts
on its Web siie,
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A yeur g, Tulf Boed sk s doal with
Home Depot to have the refall glintsel] a
Bine of 15 barmn ond raneh-styls dheds
called the Sundnnce series; [0 400 stores
Tulf Shed will start selling carports in an-
ot hier 100 Home Degsotl (it sammer

Baurey expects Tull Bhed's net ncome Lo
resch roughly $3 million this year on sales
of $80 miliion, up from & net profit of $2.2
million on sales of 365 milbon last year
About $15 million, or 19 percent ol the eom:-
pany’s revenue this yenr, will come from
Home Depot, and that amount should do-
ble next year, Baurey sald,

Pat Fotey, vice prasident of marketing at
Heariland, which selis stru-
tures along with storage bulldings, would
not disclose the privately held compeanys -
nancials bat sald Saurey's $70 million esti-
muaie for Heartiand's soles was o the rdght
range fior our size.”

Foley estimated the entire backyard stor-
pege market ol $450 million. with at least
half of thet generated by local moen-and-
pop bullders.

Cazing out at the smow-covercd Rocky
Mountains from his sixth-foor Demver of-
flee, Suwurey cringed when heacknowledged
that Home Depot does not sell "Tafl Shed
products in his company’s home state of
Colorado, Home Depod hns an exelisive
sales arrangement n Colorado and esst
Texas with Woodmaster Bullding Co., & ri-
val bpsed tn Hubchins, Texs.

“Wour cowld say It's a sore spok,” Saurey
asb.

With an eyo on the Texes murket, Baurey
said he's in talks bo buy a Tesms rival, but he
srouldn't say which one. Another Tex-
fa-based eompetitor is Morgan Buibdings
and Spas in Dallas, Morgsan officials did not
return culls for cominent.

Woodmaster's vice president of sales,
Joff Shannon, sald Woodmaster ofliclals
mest often with Tl Bhed executives, but
he was coy about possible mergper talos,

“Regarding an mmédiite ménger, thete's
mothing under way,” Bhannon enkd. “But
B "L i DU Ohil asyyldsing o thwe futane,”

branch additions and possible
nequilsithons, Tl Shed also is anpling toex-
pand inthe eastern 1.8, where Heartland
and Greenland, N.H.-baged Sheda UBA,
amnng others, dominate the macke
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